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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hailsham  Rural  District  Council, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1941,  which  under  instructions  from  the  Minister  of  Health  is 
confined  to  essential  matters  affecting  the  Public  Health  during 
the  year. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  is  13.7,  as  compared  with  12.2  for 
the  previous  year,  and  with  12.9  for  England  and  V/ales.  It 
should  be  noted  that  owing  tp  the  movements  of  population,  no  Areal 
Comparability  Factor  has  been'  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General 
this  year,  and  no  adjustment  has  been>made. 

The  health  of  the  District  has  been  satisfactory,  and  no 
serious  epidemics  have  occurred;  there  v/ere  2 notifications  of 
Diphtheria,  compared  with  ^ ib.  .the  previous  year,  and  21 
notifications  of  Scarlet' Fever  - the  same  number  as  in  1940,  No 
death  occurred  from  either  disease. 

DIPHTHERIA  BIOTISATION.  ^ ' 

, ■ "t 

Great'  strides  v/ere  made  during  the  year  in  the  effort  to 
protect  the  children  of  the  District  against  Diphtheria,  and  at  its 

i 

close  it  is 'estimated  that  57%  of  the  one  to  5 years  group  and  77% 
ofc.the  5 to  15  years  group  had  been  successfully  immunised,  i.e., 
70%  of  the  total  child  population  of  the  District.  I am  deeply 
indebted  to  Dr.  E.  M.  Douglas  for  the  enthusiasm  and  energy  which 
she  has  brought. to  bear  on  the  immunisation  scheme,  'as  a result  of 
which  there  is  every  prospect  of  a considerable . increase  in  the 
nuaiber  of  immune  children  before  the  end  of  the  present  year, 

3Cii3IE3. 

■ Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Scabies  Order  of  1941 
strengthened  the  hands  of  Local  Authorities  in  dealing  v/ith  this 
disease.  The  Council..at  once  appreciated  the  difficulty  of  making 
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hard  and  fast  rules  for  a D'iatrict.  His , and  authorised  me 

to  deal  with  each  case- at  my  discretion  on  its  merits.  All,  knovm 
cases  of  Scahies  were  thoroughly  dealt  v/ith  as  soon  as  information 
was';  race  i-yed.,  .and  the,  results  of  treatmentv^havo'’ so,  far  been  very 
satisfactory . ; e r ^ 

A.R.P.  ' ■ 


‘i  • V-  ••  it  "s' 

. n,  ,fc  * . , Tf  ■ <1  ■> 


In  spite  of  the  energy  of  the  First  Aid  Coiomandant,  Mr. 
F.  K.  Walton,  and  his  Assistant,  Hiss  Vi/yiie  Hoore,  it  v/as  still 

I'  . » ' » } , ' 

necessary  to  spend  a good  deal  of  time  on  a.R.P.  duties,  but  this 
was  managed  v/ithout  neglecting  ordinary  health  v/ork. 


I am  very  .grateful  to  both  of  them  for  making  this- 


possible . 


, i ,>  .-  Great : -imp ro.ve.ment  ;was  made  ■ in  the  training'- and ' organis- 
ation of  the  Casualty  ■ Services/during  the  year.  ••.  ‘ 

Mr.  Chapman  has  worked  splendidly  throughout  the  year  and 
* has  shouldered  uncomplainingly  the  additional  responsibilities, 
thrown  upon  him  owing  to  the  lack  of  experienced-  and  , qualified-^ 
Ass.istants;  Both  he  and  Mr.  Clucas  have  been  untiring  in  their 
efforts  to  cope  .v^ith  routine  and  additional  duties, -and  I v;ish  to 
thank  them  and  the  clerical  staff  for.  their  loyal  co-operation. 

.-  In  conclusion'"! would  like  .to  express  my  appreciation  of 
the’ 'consideration- and  support  I have  alv/ays  received  from  ■the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the.  Health  Coirmilttce . 


I have  the  honour -to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient . Servant , - , • 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
(2)' 
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colcparati-ve  statistics  . 


1940 


.Area  in.  Acres  La.  94,629 
No i-oT..; inhabited  Houses,  end  of  1940  10,350 
Rateable  Value  ^ £262,357 
Sun  represented  by  Id.  Rate  £1,044 
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1941 

94,629 

10,350 

£264,028 

£1,044 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS.  •• 


Live  Births. 

(a)  Legitimate 

(b)  'Illegitimate 


Total . 

.»  A.  . • 

“■■'439 
, 21 


Males . 

•.  V L A 

226 

7 


Females . 

213 

14 


Birth  Rate  per. 1,000  Resident  Population,  12,9 

England  and  Wales,  14.2 


Still  Births. 

(u)  Legitimate 
(b)  Illegitimate 


Total . 

13. 

1 


Males . 


Females . 


6 

1 


Rate  per  1,000  total  births  (live  and  still)  2.96 

England  and  Wales  0.51 

Total  Deaths. 

Death  Rate  per;;. Ii-000i,qf/..es-tim.ate,d ^ population;  Crude,  13.7 

England  and  Wales,  12,. 9 

* t c /;  r'  * • 1 r,  ''  '• 

SANITARY  CIRCUl^ISTANCES  OF  TEE  aREA. 

:.Z'  ■-  ..'.1:.  •-'.'r  ■WA 

ILo  ; .e.r  .Lr:./-  ..■.".tie 


;A' 


WATER  SUPPLY.:  ■ 

?\a.  1 .r.i  ..  r;  j ..y  l.i . 


■ A 


10 , 30... 
. . w .•.■>  y - 


There  have  been  no; yq^^njgesjiin  ::the.  means  of  supply  reported 
Upon  in  rprevious  years,  ayail.a.ble  to  the  respective  part s,..of  the 

. . * ' : .K  . , I.  ' ' ' .r\-  : ' -I  ^ 

district,  and' in  one  case  only  has  any  extension  of  mains  be ea 
.'.i.l  „.-1, 1 j '■  ‘'0 

carried  out,  providing  an  improved  supply  for  50  houses  to  date. 

oi  'Oi'.  .....  L , l-jC  : ;j lf!y,. a.  pabifAyy;"- ■ o a. 


Periodical  reports  of  analysis  submitted  show  the  v/ater 


Si " J-  .1. 


a a i. : V 


provrdedT  by  ’the  Companies  'fo  he  of  a consiste'ntly  high-  standard  of 


purity.  II  j.  ..  j i .. ; y. 

emergency'.'" 


11 . 


X V-.  .A  1 i / . A: 

i.  ..L.a  --I..,'.-  0 . L;.l 


■“D'e"tails  are  recorded  elsewhere  in  this  Report  of  work 

-V  ■ W.'.  ‘ 1 ^ .-Ci  3.*0. 11  I . j.  a J-  y ' ’ - ' \ 

carried  out  in  conhectiori'With  the  provisi;oni  protection  and  treat- 

n ■ 

E^ntjof  _2Eie.rgEnc^  ■'and .-the,  ..restoration  of  wells  previously 

disused.  a • • , • i'-e-ly'-' 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEVffiRAGE. 


The  systeras  in  vogue  in  the  district  continue  unchanged, 
and  have  not  given  rise  to  difficulty  or  reasonable  coiaplaint , 

RIVERS  AND  STRSA^IS.  ' 

..  \ Althoug^i.,,  it^has  not  been -possible  to  concentrate  upon  this 

subject,  attention  has  been  given  to  the  prevention  of  pollution  of 

I : 

springs  and.  streams  at  source,  from  farms,  cesspools  and  sewage 
installations,  having  regard  to  the  possibility  of  such  sources 
being "required  with  or  without  treatment  for  domestic  purposes  under 
War  conditions. 

PUBLIC  CLE'ANSING  AND  SaLVAGE  . 

Owing  to  the  responsibilities  of  the  Cleansing 'Service 
having  been  extended- to  Salvage  in  all  its  branches,  the  District 
Refuse  Collection  has  had  to  be  restricted,  and  this  has  been  done 
witiiout  prejudice  to  health  and  with  the  goodwill  of  the  affected 
householders.  Difficulties  have  naturally  been  met  v/ith  and  sur- 
rxounted,  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  record  that  both  branches  of  the 
Services  are  functioning  with  good  results. 

FACTORIES,'  BAKEHOUSES  AND  V/ORKSHOFS . 

Although  no  routine  inspection  of  these  preiiiises  has  been 
possible,  the  customary  periodical  visits,  have  been  paid  to  food 
producing  premises,  details  of  v/hich  are  included  in  the  Summary. 

HOUSING . 

Wherever  dampness  or  defects  have  been  reported,  or  for 
other  reasons  inspections' were ■ desirable , houses  have  been  included 
in  the  miscellaneous  duties,  and  a number  which  were  in  a bad  state 
of  'repair  have  been  improved  and  reconditioned.  • Serious  over- 
crov/ding  has  not  occurred,  but  certain  cases  dealt  with  have  to  be 
reported . 
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J I . j;.'  . 

mu:  FOOD'  SUPPLIES'. 

• As  in  previous  years  'the  tiiree-fold  exaiiiination  of.  nilxo 

has  been  continued  in  connection  with  visits  to  fariiis,  and  appears 
to  be  appreciated  by  interested  fanciers  and  milkers  alike,  v7ho 
receive  reports  of  the  tests  and  are  assisted  in  correcting  any  milk 
which  has  failed  to  reach  the  standard.  Several  factors  have  caused 
the  previously  high  standards  to  fall  somewhat,  but  no  serious  case 
of  negligence  or  deficienc-y  has  t o be  recorded. 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  inspect  all  pigs  or  other  animals 
slaughtered  under  permits  from  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  other  food- 
stuffs reported  or  suspected  to  be  unsound  are  examined  for  their 
fitness  for  food  or  for  salvage.  These  are’  included  in  the.  General 
Summary. 

RaTS  and  mice  DS3TRUCTIQE . i ..iv  a'. 

Energetic  and  sustained  measures  have-  been  adopted  by 

gassing,  baiting  and  trapping  to  exterminate  these  pests,  and  monthly 

r...  j .iv  . :• ' 

reports  have  detailed  successful  results. 

i'- ..  .s  1 r.'f  st  ...  '■  . 

3^/IIvIMIHG  BATHS.  m si.,  uid-iu's  tv  .i: 

. 'i  vj  i ..  ,.v.  . I ; . ' : .jv  . 

Occasional  visits  have  been  paid  to  a private  Swimciing 

^th,  at  -iier;stmonceux,  including  inspection  of  the  Bell  Continuous 
Filtration  Plant  which  has  worked  satisfactorily. 

ERADICATION.  OF -BED  BUGS..-  f r .. . i.  v:;  i u j e sr  ...  v'x  . V. 

‘.‘i.j  ' a.'  *'  .'VST",  ' lUl.vir  ...1  J , : 

Five  cases  only  were  dealt  v/ith  in  private  houses,  v/hen 
one  disinfestation  with  an  insecticide  and  fumigation  by  Thermatox  on 
each  occasion  sufficed  to  exterminate  the  vermin. 


Sm-miARY.  OF  SAITITaRY  housing  visits 


F OOD_  INSFH GTI  0N3 


rnhiic  Health  Nuisances  (Inspections) 

Housing  Inspections  and  Re inspections  (Overcrowding) 
Complaints  • • ' 


Public  Cleansing,  Salva^ 


it  c . 


Drainage  and  Cesspools  (New' drains,  10;  repaired  and 

defective,  24 

Closet  Accommodation;  Privies,  17  ' ■ • "e 

!■  . Elsan,  28  : l 

W.C.  »s  156  . ' ' ^ : 

E.C.’s  6L 

Milk  and  Dairies:  Sedment  ’Tests,  417 

Chemical  Tests,  2.78  & 12 
Bacteriological  278 

Slaughterhouses,  and  Moat  and  Food  Examined,  5,675  lbs) 

Food  Condemned,  1,267  lbs) 


Water  Supplies 

Water  Samples:  Informal,  72.  Formal,  4. 

Knackers  Yards 

Bakehouses  and  Food  Preparing  Premises 
Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 
Factories  and  Workshops 
Infectious  Diseases 
Rooms  disinfected 

Verminous  premises:  Bed  Bugs,  5.  Other  vermin,  19 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

Schools 

Pollution  of  Streams  and  Watercourses 
Markets 

Keeping  of  Animals^  etc. 


. o o o 
79 


417 

290 

278 

176 


^^6 
63 
30 
19 
34 
205 
163 
' 24 
103 
14 
79 
12 
17 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Male . Famaic- 


All  causes  227 

1.  Typhoid  and  Parat.  Fever 

2.  Cerobro-Spinal  Fever  1 

5.  Scarlet  Fever  ~ 

4.  vVhoopingcough 

5.  Diphtheria 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  11 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  2 

8.  Syphilitic  Diseases  .7  ' ,1 

9.  Influenza  /;  5 

10.  Measles 


11.  Acute  Polio-myelitis  Sc  Pplio-encephalitis 

12.  Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

13.  Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus  (m)  Uterus  (f)  3 


14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  7 

15.  Cancer  of  Breast 

16 . Cancer  of  all  other  sites  16 

17.  Diabetes  2 

18.  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  ' 17 

19.  Heart  Disease  65 

20.  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  7 

21.  Bronchitis  10 

22.  Pneumonia  lO 

23.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  , 5 

24.  Ulcer 'of  Stomach  and  Duodenum^^  , . 1 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

26  ...Appendicitis  ’•  _ 1 

27.  Other  Digestive.  Diseases  . . • S 

28  i Nephritis  T = ; . ..9. 

29.  Puerperal  and  Post  Abortive.  Sepsis  ' ''  ' ’1" 

30.  Other  maternal  causes 

31.  Premature  Birth  . * ' , ' . ^ . 2 

32.  Congenital  Mai  foimat  ions.,  Birth  In  juries, i 

Infant  Diseases  ^ 5 

33.  Suicide.  . ■ ^ 4 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accident  ' 5 

35.  Other  Violent  Causes  a 

36.  All  other  causes'  ' S2 


2^1 


2 

1 

1 

3 
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TOTAL. 
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CASES  OF  INFSaTlOCJS  DISSiiSES  • IN  AGE  GROUPS 
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I CASES  AIMITTED  TO!  HOSPITAL  ^ AMD  TOTaL  .DE^iTHS  . 
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• • • ' ^ 

1 ■ , . , 

-••f  Total. 
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'■  'Acjmitted 
^ to  ' 

••  i ~ j 

J 

Total 

Disease'.'  ‘ ' , , 

Hospital; 
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Scarlet  Fewr- 

El 

15  . 

- 

Pneumonia  , ^ :••  — • 

' as 

• 

.. 

Diphtheria 

' 2.  ; 

" 2 

- 

Puerperal  Fever  ’ | 

; 7‘ 

- 

Ceretoro-Spinal  Fever 
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Dysentery 

1 

- 

- 

V/hoopingcough  j 49 

1 

- 

Measles 
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1 

- 

Suspected  .'Diphtheria 
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2 

- 

Chickenpox  ^ . 

‘ • 

1 

' 

- -- 

Mumps 

.*  ..  \ *• 

1 

- . - r- 

: NUMBER  OF  CASES  REI.I0VED  TO  ISOLATION  HOSPITi^L  IN  EiiCH  MONTH. 

^ ^ -7—1 — ... v”“ — : r— 
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